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SPEAKERS AT THE 3 0 TH ANNUAL CANADA-UNITED
STATES LAW INSTITUTE CONFERENCE
on
MULTIPLE ACTORS IN CANADA-U.S. RELATIONS
Nigel Bankes is a Professor of Law at the University of Calgary where
he teaches or has taught courses in property law, aboriginal law,
natural resources law, energy law, oil and gas law and international
environmental law. He is a graduate of the universities of Cambridge
and British Columbia. Prior to joining the Faculty of Law in Calgary
in 1984, he was a research associate at the Canadian Institute of
Resources Law. He was Professor in Residence at the Department of
Foreign Affairs and International Trade in Ottawa from 1999-2000. He
is co-editor of Canadian Oil and Gas and a contributing editor to the
Mineral Law Newsletter of the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law
Foundation. He has written a number of articles on the Columbia River
Treaty and is a member of the Water Initiatives Advisory Committee
of the Columbia Basin Trust.
Charles H. Blum has served as President of the International
Advisory Services Group, Ltd. since its founding in 1988. Previously,
he had a seventeen-year career in the U.S. State Department and the
Office of the U.S. Trade Representative. While in the State
Department, Mr. Blum served as political, labor, and economics
officer, earning the Department's superior honor award in 1978. He
rose to the rank of Assistant USTR for Industry (1983-85) and for
Multilateral Negotiations (1985-88). In these positions, he negotiated
more than twenty bilateral steel agreements, Spain's accession to the
GATT Subsidies Code, access for general aviation aircraft to the
Indonesian market, and the launch of the Uruguay Round of
multilateral trade negotiations. In his current position, Mr. Blum has
monitored and influenced steel developments for a number of clients
in the U.S. and abroad. Mr. Blum has delivered or prepared testimony
to Congressional committees and Executive Branch agencies, and he is
a frequent commentator on steel related issues in trade publications
and the international press. Mr. Blum earned his B.A., magna cum
laude, from Eastern College and his M.A. in international relations
from the University of Pennsylvania. He also studied at the University
of the Americas in Mexico City and graduated with distinction from
the State Department's intensive economics training course.
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Rep. Stephen Buehrer is the state representative from Ohio's 82nd
House District and has served as Asst. Majority Floor Leader in the
124th and 125th Ohio General Assembly. As state representative, he
authored and passed Ohio's transportation budget, as well as served as
chair of Ohio's Motor Fuel Task Force and Ohio's Civil Service
Review Commission. Additionally, Rep. Bueher co-chairs the
Midwest-Canada Relations committee for the Council of State
Governments, and he is the state co-chair of the American Legislative
Exchange Council. Rep. Buehrer is a practicing attorney at Barber,
Kaper, Stamm & Robinson and is member of the Fulton County Bar
Association, the Fulton County Historical Society, the Ohio Farm
Bureau, and the Ohio Township Association. He previously served as
Chief of Human Resources at the Ohio Bureau of Workers
Compensation and was the Deputy Director at the Ohio Department of
Administrative Services. Rep. Buehrer earned his B.S., summa cum
laude, from Bowling Green State University and his Juris Doctor, cum
laude, from Capital University Law School.
David A. Colson is Senior Counsel at the law firm of LeBoeuf, Lamb,
Greene & McRae, L.L.P. in its Washington office, specializing in
matters of public international law. From 1990-1996, he held the
position of Deputy Secretary of State for Oceans, with rank of
Ambassador. In that capacity, he was the leader of the U.S.
Government's interagency process on ocean matters, the architect of
U.S. ocean policy, and leading negotiator for the U.S. on international
fishery, maritime boundary and law of the sea issues. Previously, his
fifteen years of service in the Department of State Legal Adviser's
Office was highlighted by his leadership (1981-1984) as Deputy Agent
of the United States before the World Court in the case between the
United States and Canada concerning the Maritime Boundary in the
Gulf of Maine area. Throughout his State Department career, Mr.
Colson was responsible for the establishment of U.S. maritime
boundary positions, their advancement internationally and their
negotiation. He is an expert on the 1982 Law of the Sea Convention
and has written extensively on law of the sea issues and maritime
boundaries in many scholarly journals. He has appeared as the chief
witness for the Executive Branch in more than twenty-five
Congressional hearings. He is a member of the California and District
of Columbia Bars, a graduate of Boalt Hall School of Law at the
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University of California, Berkeley and has prior experience in the
Peace Corps and the United States Marine Corps.
David Crane is Economics Editor of The Toronto Star and writes
frequently on the challenges of innovation and productivity for
Canada. He has spent his career in journalism aside from 1984 where,
at the Canada Development Investment Corp., he was closely involved
in the restructuring of Canadair and de Havilland Aircraft and the
establishment of Fishery Products International. David Crane is a
graduate of the University of Toronto. He holds an honorary degree
from Wilfrid Laurier University and a similar citation from Conestoga
College. He has won a number of awards. David Crane is a board
member of the University of Toronto's Innovations Foundation, the
North American Institute, and the Canadian Member Committee of the
Asia Pacific Security Cooperation Council. He is also a member of the
National Statistics Council that advises Statistics Canada.
Peter C. Dobell established the Parliamentary Centre in 1968 as a
non-profit corporation dedicated to strengthening the Canadian
Parliament and its committees, as well as to assist Members of
Parliament in becoming more effective. Since 1994, the Centre has
been engaged in parliamentary development in some dozen countries.
Mr. Dobell founded the Centre for Legislative Exchange under which
members of the Canadian Parliament and the U.S. Congress visit the
other country to study specific topics with officials and experts. In
1971, he assisted in forming the Institute for Research on Public Policy
and has just completed a history of the Institute entitled The First
Thirty Years. In 1978, Mr. Dobell launched the magazine,
Parliamentary Government, a periodical devoted to commenting on
developments in Canadian legislatures and, a year later, inaugurated a
training seminar for newly elected MPs. In 1986, he established the
Parliament, Business and Labour Trust, which organizes visits by MPs
for short periods of time to large corporations and trade unions. Mr.
Dobell served as coordinator of the Canadian-Russian Parliamentary
Program (1994-2001) and is the author of many studies and books
relating to parliamentary practice. He is a Member of the Order of
Canada and a Member of the Trilateral Commission. Mr. Dobell holds
a B.A. in history from Toronto University and a B.A. in Philosophy,
Politics and Economics and M.A. from Oxford University. He has
received an honorary doctorate from Trinity College.
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Audrae Erickson is the president of the Corn Refiners Association,
Inc. ("CRA") based in Washington, D.C. CRA is the national trade
association representing members of the U.S. corn refining industry
who produce sweeteners, starches, ethanol, bioproducts and feed
ingredients. Prior to joining CRA, she served as Senior Director of
Congressional Relations for the American Farm Bureau Federation
where she specialized in agricultural trade issues, including trade
policy, negotiations, dispute settlement, Trade Promotion Authority
and matters involving the WTO and the FTAA. In 1999, Ms. Erickson
founded the Ag Trade Coalition to promote U.S. agricultural interests
on WTO negotiating objectives. The coalition consists of more than
100 organizations representing producers, processors and agribusiness.
Erickson continues to chair the coalition. Prior to her service at the
AFBF, Erickson served as Director of Agricultural Affairs at the
United States Trade Representative's Office. Ms. Erickson also has
served as an economist at the U.S. Department of Agriculture's
Economic Research Service where she specialized in trade and
environment issues. She earned her M.A. in economics as a Rotary
scholar from McGill University and her B.A., magna cum laude, from
Linfield College.
Giles Gherson has served as the Editor-in-Chief of The Edmonton
Journal since 2000. From 1996-2000, Mr. Gherson was a journalist at
the Southam News/Ottawa Citizen where he held various positions
including the Editor-in-Chief post from 1998-2000. In 1994, he served
with the Office of the Minister of Human Resources Development as
Principal Secretary responsible for strategic management of Social
Security Reforr, including design and implementation of Employment
Insurance. In 1993, he was the National Political Correspondent for
The Globe and Mail. From 1989-1993, Mr. Gherson was the Ottawa
bureau chief and national columnist for The Financial Times of
Canada. From 1978-1989, he served in various positions at The
Financial Post, including Washington Bureau Chief. He has
contributed chapters to The Free Trade Deal (1988) and Canada
Among Nations (1992). He is a frequent commentator on numerous
radio and television programs, including CBC's Primetime News,
CTV's Canada AM, PBS' Washington Week, as well as serving as a
regular weekly business panelist for CBC TV's Midday and CBC
Radio's Morningside. Mr. Gherson has been awarded several national
journalism awards, including the Public Policy Forum's 1993 Hyman
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Solomon Award for Excellence in Public Policy Journalism. He earned
his B.A. (Honours) from Queen's University.
Nathan V. Green, in his capacity as Corporate Finance Manager for
the Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority, is responsible for
marketing the Port's fixed rate financing, off-balance sheet financing
and leasing program to Northeast Ohio's corporate community. He is
given the responsibility of negotiating the terms and conditions of
financing with a company, and taking the company through the closing
process once they have decided to pursue the financing. Prior to
working with the Port Authority, Nate spent 4.5 years with the Ohio
Department of Development (ODOD). He began his career with the
ODOD as assistant to the Governor's Regional Representative in
ODOD's Region 2, the Toledo area. He rose to the ranks of Acting
Governor's Regional Representative for Region 2 and was eventually
promoted to Business Development Representative covering ODOD's
Region 8 and 9, the Cleveland and Akron areas. In addition to these
duties, Nate served as Transportation Liaison for ODOD where he
represented the interests of the ODOD to railroads, port authorities,
Ohio River interests, airports and ODOT. He formerly served as a
Commissioner on the Ohio Rail Development Commission, Co-Chair
of the Ohio Port Authorities' Council and served on the Boards of the
Organization for the Development of Inland Navigation in America's
Ohio Valley (DINAMO) and ORBITS, a marketing initiative for
Appalachian Ohio. Prior to his work with the ODOD, Nate was a
financial planner with Minnesota Mutual, a financial services
company. Nate is originally from Sylvania, a suburb of Toledo. He
holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Bowling Green State University.
Gordon D. Giffin is the co-chair of McKenna Long & Aldridge
L.L.P.'s Public Policy and Regulatory Affairs practice. He maintains
offices in Washington, D.C. and Atlanta, Georgia. His practice is
focused on international transactions and trade matters, government
procurement, federal and state regulatory matters and public policy.
From August 1997 to April 2001, Mr. Giffin served as the nineteenth
U.S. Ambassador to Canada. From 1979-1997, Mr. Giffin maintained
an active practice of law in Atlanta and Washington focused on
administrative, regulatory and public policy representations. From
1975-1979, he was Legislative Director and Chief Counsel to U.S.
Senator Sam Nunn in Washington. He also held the position of adjunct
professor of law at Emory University School of Law. Mr. Giffin serves
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on the Council on Foreign Relations, the Board of Trustees for the
Carter Center, the Board of Advisors of the Woodrow Wilson
International Center, the Board of the Canadian-American Business
Council, the Board of Trustees for the Georgia Research Alliance, and
he is chairman of the Board of the Friends of the National Arts Centre
(Ottawa, Canada). He served on the Board of Directors of the
Overseas Private Investment Corporation from 1993-1997.
Pierre-Marc Johnson is the former Premier of Quebec and a fonner
Professor of Law at McGill University. He currently is Senior Counsel
with the law firm of Heenan Blaikie. He acts in commercial
negotiations, international partnerships, and foreign investment
ventures related to new information technologies, entertainment, real
estate and financial products. He has a wide experience of
international negotiations with the United Nations on environmental
and developmental issues. Mr. Johnson is an Advisor to the
Commission for Environmental Cooperation (NAFTA parallel
institution). He lectures in North America, Latin America, and Europe
on the workings and effects of globalization. He authored The
Environment and Nafta - Understanding and Implementing the New
Continental Law at Island Press in Washington in 1996 and Beyond
trade: the case for a Broadened International Governance Agenda
(Institute for Research on Public Policy, Montreal - Montreal 2000).
He is a former founding member and Vice-Chairman of the National
Round Table on the Environment and the Economy and was Chair of
its Foreign Policy Committee from 1990 to 1997. He recently was
appointed chief advisor and negotiator for the Qu6bec Government on
the Softwood Lumber dispute negotiations. Mr. Johnson has an
honorary doctorate of Claude Bernard University in Lyon, France. He
is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada and a Grand Officier de
l'Ordre de la P16iade.
John Knox joined the faculty of Pennsylvania State University
Dickinson School of Law in 1998, where he teaches environmental
law and international environmental law. From 1994 to 1998, he was
in private practice in Austin, Texas. From 1988 to 1994, he was an
attorney advisor at the Department of State, where he represented the
U.S. in the negotiation of international agreements, including the
North American Agreement on Environmental Cooperation and served
as a delegate to international organizations including the United
Nations, the Food and Agriculture Organization, and the North
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American Commission for Environmental Cooperation. In 1987, he
clerked for the Hon. Joseph T. Sneed on the United States Court of
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. His co-edited book: Greening NAFTA:
The North American Commission for Environmental Cooperation, was
recently published by Stanford University Press. Prof. Knox graduated
with distinction from Stanford Law School in 1987 and magna cum
laude from Rice University in 1984.
Barry Lacombe is President of the Canadian Steel Producers
Association (CSPA). The CSPA represents Canada's primary steel
producers, and Mr. Lacombe leads its efforts to achieve a supportive
framework of government policies. These include effective trade
policies for an era of global competition, as well as flexible and cost-
effective policies for environmental management. Before joining the
CSPA, Mr. Lacombe served at the level of Assistant Deputy Minister
at Revenue Canada, Deputy Secretary to the Treasury Board
Secretariat, Senior Vice President, Policy and Research, Canada
Mortgage and Housing Corporation and the Atlantic Canada
Opportunities Agency. In addition he has worked at the Bank of
Canada and the Economic Council of Canada. Mr. Lacombe is a
graduate of Saint Mary's University in Halifax, NS, where he obtained
a Bachelor of Commerce with honours in economics. He is also a
graduate of the Advanced Management Program at the Canadian
Center for Management Development.
Chief Joe Linklater is Vuntut Gwitchin from the community of Old
Crow, Yukon. He is serving his third term as Chief of the Vuntut
Gwitchin First Nation. Chief Linkater is one of the founding members
of the Gwich'in Council International (GCI). He assumed
Chairmanship of GCI in 2002 for a two-year term while the file was
managed by the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation. During this term, Chief
Linklater provided leadership to GCI Directors in terms of full and
active participation at the Arctic Council meetings. He is a
spokesperson and lobbyist for the Gwich'in on a number of issues
related to the environment, education, economic development, and
capacity building.
Donald M. McRae is the Hyman Soloway Professor of Business and
Trade Law at the University of Ottawa and Fellow of the Royal
Society of Canada. He has been Advisor to the Department of Foreign
Affairs of the Government of Canada and counsel for Canada in
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fisheries and boundary arbitrations, including the Gulf of Maine case
and the St. Pierre and Miquelon arbitration and advisor to the
governments of Canada and New Zealand on international trade law
matters. He has sat on dispute settlement panels under the Canada-U.S.
Free Trade Agreement (Chaps. 18 & 19), the U.S.-Israel Free Trade
Agreement, NAFTA (Chap. 20), and the WTO. He has published
widely on international law, law of the sea, and international trade law
and is the Editor-in Chief of the Canadian Yearbook of International
Law. Recently, he was awarded the John E. Read Medal by the
Canadian Council of International Law. During 1998 and 1999, Prof.
McRae was Chief Negotiator for Canada for the Pacific Salmon
Treaty. He is currently Co-Chair of the Federal-Provincial Joint Task
Group on Post Treaty Fisheries.
Councilor Sandra Newman was born and raised in Old Crow, a small
village at the heart of the Gwitchin Nation in northern Canada. After
completing high school in Whitehorse, Yukon in 1984 and then
attending the University of Fairbanks for Human Services studies,
Sandra has returned to Old Crow with her twelve-year-old daughter.
Deeply proud of her Vuntut Gwitchin (people of the lakes) heritage,
Sandra is working for her First Nation Government as the Director of
Government Services and Caribou coordinator. She is thankful to her
past and present leaders for their strength and courage in preserving a
culture and way of life for Vuntut Gwitchin people. She thanks her
ancestors for their wisdom, courage and knowledge. "I want to thank
my ancestors for taking care of this land for us, Mahsi Choo."
Michael Nobrega is the Chief Executive Officer of Borealis
Infrastructure Management Inc., a corporation controlled by two large
Canadian pension funds. Mr. Nobrega is responsible for originating,
structuring, and financing infrastructure assets on behalf of these
pension funds. Since its creation in 1997, Borealis Infrastructure has
originated, structured, and closed over $1.4 billion of infrastructure
investments. Mr. Nobrega earned his B.A. (Honours) from the
University of Toronto and became a Chartered Accountant in 1973. He
was a partner in a major international firm prior to forming Borealis
Infrastructure.
James D. Phillips is the President and CEO of Can/Am Border Trade
Alliance. The Canadian/American Border Trade Alliance, formed in
1992, is a transcontinental, bi-national, broad-based organization with
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participation from all 27 states on or near the U.S./Canada Border and
the Canadian Provinces. The combined network involves over 60,000
companies and organizations in their individual memberships. Can/Am
participants include members from border trade, border crossing and
transportation segments including producers, shippers, brokers, mode
transportation providers, bridge and tunnel operators, chambers of
commerce, business and trade corridor associations and economic
development and government agencies. The Can/Am's major focus
areas are trade, transportation, border management and visitation. Mr.
Phillips is past President of General Abrasive, where he served as
Chief Executive Officer, Executive Vice President, Vice President of
Finance, and Vice President in charge of Operations of the Canadian
Subsidiary, General Abrasive (Canada) Limited. Prior to his
employment at General Abrasive, he was Chief Financial Officer of
the Pigments Division of the American Cyanamid Company.
Additionally, Mr. Phillips was appointed by the Senate Majority and
the Governor to the New York State Superfund Management Board.
He was elected to the Marquis Who's Who in American Business in
the East; Who's Who in Finance and Industry; and Who's Who in
America. Mr. Phillips is the recipient of the prestigious Dresser Gold
Medal for the most innovative and creative contribution to technology
for his patented Furnace Plant Design. He was presented with the
Business Council of New York State award by the Governor.
Peter W. B. Phillips is a Professor and NSERC/SSHRC Chair in
Managing Knowledge-based Agri-food Development at the University
of Saskatchewan. His research concentrates on intellectual property
management for agricultural biotechnology, trade, and marketing
issues related to genetically-modified foods and development
strategies. Dr. Phillips is Director of the University of Saskatchewan's
College of Biotechnology, a member of the Canadian Biotechnology
Advisory Committee, senior research associate with the Estey Centre
for Law and Economics in International Trade, co-principal
investigator for Genome Prairie's $3.3 million, four-year Genomics,
Ethics, Law and Society Project, and investigator with the Innovation
System Research Network. Before joining the faculty in 1997, Dr.
Phillips was Assistant Deputy Minister, Policy with Saskatchewan
Economic Development.
Hon. Robert Keith Rae is a partner at the Goodmans law firm. His
clients include companies, trade unions, charitable and non-
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governmental organizations, and governments. Mr. Rae served as
Ontario's twenty-first premier and was elected eight times to federal
and provincial parliaments before his retirement from politics in 1996.
Mr. Rae earned his B.A. and L.L.B. from the University of Toronto
and was a Rhodes Scholar from Ontario in 1969. He obtained his
B.Phil degree from Oxford University in 1971 and was named
Queen's Counsel in 1984. Mr. Rae has received honorary doctorates
from the Law Society of Upper Canada, the University of Toronto, and
Assumption University. He is a panel member of the Canadian Internal
Trade Disputes Tribunal and is on the international commercial
arbitrators list of the Canadian Council for International Business, and
ADR Chambers. Mr. Rae is the Chairman of the Forum of Federations,
Chairman of the Institute for Research on Public Policy, Invesprint
Inc., the Royal Conservatory of Music, and the Toronto Symphony
Orchestra, and National Chairman of the Canadian Unity Council. He
also serves as director of the Canadian Ditchley Foundation and is a
member of the International Council of the Asia Society. Mr. Rae is
the National Spokesperson of the Leukemia Research Fund, and he
recently served as the Chief Negotiator of the Canadian Red Cross
Society in its restructuring. He also has served as a member of the
Canada Transportation Act Review and the Security and Intelligence
Review Committee for Canada. Mr. Rae is a past governor of the
University of Toronto, a past trustee of the University Health Network,
and a current trustee of the Pierre Elliot Trudeau Foundation and the
Justin Eves Foundation. Mr. Rae's books, From Protest to Power and
The Three Questions, have been published by Penguin Viking of
Canada. Mr. Rae is an adjunct professor at the University of Toronto
and Senior Fellow of Massey College.
Matthew Schaefer is a Professor at the University of Nebraska
College of Law where he teaches courses in International Trade Law,
International Law, International Business Transactions, and
International Trade Law and Policy. In 1999, he served as a director in
the International Economic Affairs Office of the National Security
Council and the White House focusing on WTO and sanction matters.
From 1993 to 1995, he served as a consultant to the National
Governors' Association and Western Governors' Association during
the legislative implementation of the NAFTA and GATT Uruguay
Round multilateral trade agreements. He received a B.A. in economics
from the University of Chicago. His degrees from the University of
10
Canada-United States Law Journal, Vol. 30 [2004], Iss. , Art. 4
https://scholarlycommons.law.case.edu/cuslj/vol30/iss/4
Michigan include a J.D., magna cum laude, and member of the Order
of the Coif, an L.L.M. in international law, as well as an S.J.D.
Don C. Schjeldahl is the director of planning for The Austin
Company's facilities location group in Cleveland, Ohio. In this
capacity, Mr. Schjeldahl assists companies in developing and
implementing location strategies for office operations, manufacturing
plants, and distribution facilities. His focus is targeted to the evaluation
of plant and distribution center logistic networks, analysis of labor
markets, evaluation of communities, and assessment of sites and
buildings. In addition, Mr. Schjeldahl oversees property due diligence
services, negotiations of development incentives, and coordination of
third-party financing agreements. He has helped clients locate facilities
in both urban centers and rural areas throughout the United States,
Canada, Mexico and Europe. His expertise includes a broad range of
markets including: banking, broadcasting, information processing,
food and beverage, general manufacturing, newspaper publishing,
aviation/aerospace, entertainment, laboratory research and
development, logistics, metal processing, pharmaceuticals,
telecommunications, chemical processing and automotive. Mr.
Schjeldahl earned his B.A. from the University of Minnesota and his
M.A. from Wayne State University.
James E. P. Sisto is of counsel at Squire, Sanders & Dempsey, L.L.P.,
where his practice focuses on international business and trade, as well
as corporate and economic development matters. He has helped
numerous companies investing in Ohio with issues ranging from plant
relocation and equipment importation matters to technology licensing
and strategic alliances. Mr. Sisto formerly served as the deputy
director of the Ohio Department of Development responsible for the
International Trade Division. As international trade director for Govs.
George V. Voinovich and Bob Taft, he managed both the domestic
and international operations of Ohio's trade effort including offices in
Hong Kong, Japan, Canada, Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Chile,
Belgium, Israel and South Africa. Mr. Sisto has been an adjunct
professor of law at Capital University Law and Graduate Center since
1990 and The Ohio State University since 1997, where he teaches
international commercial law. He was chosen by Japan's Ministry of
International Trade and Industry and Institute for International Studies
and Training to participate in the 19th Leadership Program on Japan.
Mr. Sisto is an appointed member of the Upper Arlington Tax
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Incentive Review Council and serves the State International
Development Organizations, Inc. as secretary to the board. He
previously has served as chair of the National Association of State
Development Agencies' International Trade and Development
Division, as board member and president of the International Visitors
Council, Inc. and has been appointed by the U.S. Secretary of
Commerce to serve on both the Southern and Northern Ohio District
Export Councils. Mr. Sisto is past chair of the Columbus Bar
Association's International Trade Law Committee.
Jim Strang is associate editor of The Cleveland Plain Dealer's
editorial pages. A journalist for over thirty-six years, Mr. Strang has
written for the Ashtabula Star-Beacon, the Kent-Ravenna Record
Courier and The Cleveland Press. While at the PD, he has served as a
general assignment reporter, rewriteman, national correspondent,
assistant national editor, editorial writer, deputy editorial director and
national editor. As national editor, he directed coverage of airline
safety reporting that received the prestigious Polk Award in 1996. He
is the recipient of 18 state and national awards for his work as an
editorial writer. Mr. Strang currently has opinion responsibility for
such issues as the war on terrorism, the U.S. legislative and executive
branches, the U.S. Supreme Court, international trade, and Canada.
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